
 
  

 

 

 
 

                                                      
 

This book details the training, careers, family life, business enterprises, travel to and between towns/villages, friendships 

and partnerships with other midwives or nurses, community participation and their  contribution to the profession and their 

communities of more than 200 midwives and the 70 hospitals they established or managed. Mothers and daughters working 

together,  two or three  sisters, and friends, so many women friends establishing hospitals, practising their midwifery 

together, operating a business together or simply working in the same place. This is an extraordinary history of  women 

developing professional maternity care for women in country towns. Many decades since they are still remembered in 

these communities.  This publication ensures that their stories are recorded for future generations, (see overleaf for names 

of some of the midwives’ names included in the book). 

Women’s Business will be published in mid 2017. To obtain a copy at the reduced price of $25.00  fill in the pre-order 

form below and return it by 22 May 2017. Please note on the form whether you would like the book posted or prefer to  

pick up from the book launch (dates/times/venue tba). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pre 

Publication 

Offer $25  
Normally $35  

pre purchase and save  $10 
 

Method of payment:  

 Make a direct deposit of $25.00 (postage of $15.00 one book, $20 for up to 3 books, larger orders contact Noeline)  to: 

BSB:   112 879     Account Number:  456052554     Account Name:  N J Kyle (write  surname/identifying information in the 

online payment and email to Noeline at noelinekyle@gmail.com) 

  Pay by cheque/Money Order ($25) + postage if required and post to: Noeline Kyle, 1547 Ocean Drive, Lake Cathie, 

NSW, 2445 

Women’s Business book………                         $25.00 

Pick up from  Book Launch/other location                        $ 0.00 

Postage (if posted) & Handling                       $15.00 

 

Total enclosed                                           $...................... 

 

Make cheques/money orders payable to Noeline Kyle 

 Name/Address: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Email/ Phone…………………………............................ 

For more information contact Noeline - Mob 0403868051 or email noelinekyle@gmail.com 

 

Noeline Kyle began researching mid north coast midwives in 1979 when writing a biography of her great grandmother 

Nurse Mary Kirkpatrick. Recently returned to live on the mid north coast she is an enthusiastic volunteer at the Kempsey 

Museum and also  facilitates a writing family history group for the Port Macquarie Family History Society. She 

continues to research and write women’s history as an Honorary Professor at the University of Sydney. Noeline 

continues her support of local and family history through workshops, publications and her web page:  

www.writingfamilyhistory.com.au 

 

 

 

 

 

Women’s business: Midwives on the  

Mid North Coast of NSW to 1950, 
(a study of the Port Macquarie/Hastings, 

Kempsey/Macleay Valley and  

Armidale/Uralla regions) 
 

By Dr Noeline Kyle 
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Armidale/Uralla 

 

Adams, Mary Ann (Minnie) 

Austin, Mary Jane, nee Sloggett 

Bate, Mary Russell 

Beeston, Ellen 

Bell, Eveline/Evaline, nee Cleland 

Blomfield, Janet Christiana 

Bourke, Claire Ann 

Bourke, Nora/Norah 

Briggs, Biddie 

Burke/Bourke, Alice Maude 

Byrne, Nora/Norah Mabel, nee Blencowe 

Cameron, Gwyneth Cecilia S, nee Wade 

Canton, Ellen H 

Carter, Elsie Marie, nee Nixon 

Coby, Evelyn Rosamund Alberta, 

          nee Berriman 

Davis, Louisa Elizabeth, nee Blackman 

Moore, Grace Bishop, nee Cleghorn 

Neil, Lily Mary, nee Bardsley 

Nixon, Mary Anne, nee Connor 

O’Connor, Elizabeth 

O’Sullivan, Mary Ann, nee Clutterbuck 

Poole, Eleanor, nee Grover 

Post, Eileen Veronica (Thora), nee Bourke 

Ridd, Clara Jane 

Ryan, Constance Ursula 

Sharpe, Annie, nee Pearson 

Skewes, Elizabeth, nee Northey 

Stapley, Elfreda/Elfrida Mary 

Stapley, Maggie Cressida 

Tarr, Ruth Rebecca 

Trench, Harriet Loeper 

Tudgay, Sarah, nee Lowe 

Wade, Gwyneth Cecilia S 

Watson, Lucinda Ellen 

Webb, Minnie Grey/Gray 

Wright, Edith Mary, nee Tarr 

 

 

 

Kempsey/Macleay Valley 

 

Aynsley, Hilda Esther 

Boughton, Jessie Jerdon 

Boughton, Lucy Kathleen 

Butler, Ellen/Eleanor (also Ryan,  

        Stevenson/Stevens) 

Campbell, Marjorie (Maynie) I 

Cox, Elizabeth M, nee Boyter 

 Evans, Dorothy Thomasina Morse,  

       nee Sinnott 

Foster, Eliza Josephine, nee Brady 

Grenfell, Ruby Eveleen 

Gulliford, Mary Ann Matilda 

Hamilton (also Johnson, Wilson), nee 

     Woodward 

Jemesen, Una Jean Notlely, nee 

     Tessier 

Kelly, Esther (Essie), nee Mills 

Kirkpatrick, Mary, nee Magee 

Lackey, Charlotte 

Fuller, Mary, nee Leader 

Jeffery. Rossabella Jane, nee Boardman 

Lynch, Florence, (also Baker) 

McCarthy, Adelaide Halliday, nee Cook 

McMaugh, Mary Ann (Polly),  

     nee McGeary 

McQuade, Mary Claire 

Mayhew, Mary Maria (Polly), nee Battle 

Morris, Mary Elizabeth, nee Hobourn 

Munck, Eunice Beatrice 

Neilson, Elsie May, (also Warhurst) 

Nelson, Ada Letitia, nee Meissner 

Norman, Martha Page 

O’Connor, Isabella (Belle), nee Bale 

O’Neill, Theresa/Teresa 

Parry, Alice Alberta, nee Connor 

Pirani, Stella Maude 

Quinlan, Jessie 

Ramsay, Ellen Eliza, nee Battle 

Rickerby (also Brenton), Agnes Beatrice 

      Selina, nee Gill 

Rudder, Mary Anne, nee Curtis 

Simon, Margaret (Granny) nee Fogarty 

Stuart, (also Rosenberg), Mary Emma,  

     Nee Gillies 

Townsend, Minnie May,  also Weeden) 

       nee Neilson 

 Tully, Catherine (Kitty) 

 

 

 

Port Macquarie/Hastings 

 

Armitage, Clara Love 

Bailey, Katherine (Kate) 

Barry/Barrie, Mrs 

Bell, Mary Ann (Granny), nee 

     McNei 

Blanch, Mavis Jean, nee  

     Northcott 

Birkin, Emily 

Brown, Jane (Granny) 

Bucton, Mary (Granny), nee 

     Smith 

Campbell, Christine 

Christenson, Christine 

Clayworth,Mary E, nee Hare 

Coombes, Angela P B, ( also 

        Sutherland, Hillis) nee  

         Duffy 

Crane, Mary Louise, nee Reid 

Cummins, Sarah Margaret, nee 

     Dorward 

Denham, Fanny, nee Toft 

Dredge, Annie Emma, (also 

     Bassingthwaite) 

Felmingham, Mabel Frances 

Fox, Valmai 

Gaden, Lily Gabriel, nee 

     Hartigan 

Gardner, Minnie 

Garetty, Margaret Jane, 

      (also Williams) 

Gascoyne, Margaret M (Granny) 

Howell, Ida Minnie 

Hyde, Maria, nee Boltwood 

Johnson, Mary, (also McGruther, 

     and Toft) 

Jones, Elizabeth (Granny) 

Jordan/Jordon, Ann, (also Coutes) 

Kilkenny, Vera Muriel, (also  

      Madden) 

Knight, Mary Elizabeth, nee 

     Harriott 

Reid, Anne/Ann, nee Harris 

Rosenbaum, Marie Louisa, nee 

     Davison 

Ryan, Annie, nee Deignan 

Spence, Gertrude, nee Harden 

Wilkes, Elizabeth May, nee 

      Duggan 

 

 

 

 

 

 


